Classroom Observation/Teacher Interview

Answer the following based on your observations in the classroom along with discussion of the items with your cooperating teacher. You can answer each question within one to three paragraphs. We will discuss your findings when you return to class on September 27. The written assignment is due on Monday, October 2. This assignment is worth 20% of your final grade.

1. Are there schoolwide expectations for social behavior? What are the classroom expectations for students’ behavior? Are the schoolwide and classroom expectations the same?

2. Are the expectations clearly posted in the classroom and/or throughout the school?

3. Is there a distinction in the classroom between social expectations (those the teacher may have) and classroom rules? If so, what is the distinction?

4. What types of explicit instruction occurs regarding expected classroom and/or schoolwide social behavior?
5. Is there a daily schedule posted in the classroom?

6. What is the classroom routine to begin the school day? And to end the school day?

7. How does the teacher get the students’ attention to quiet down and pay attention to verbal directions or discussions?

8. What type of acknowledgement or positive feedback occurs when students display positive social behavior in the classroom?
9. What are some of the most frequent types of misbehavior that occur in the classroom? What types of corrective feedback or consequences does the teacher use when students misbehave in class?
10. How does the classroom layout help or hinder positive social interactions?

11.  What is your cooperating teacher’s philosophy on classroom management? Is it based on any existing theoretical or practical orientation? What types of preservice or inservice training has she had on classroom management?

Evaluation

As in all assignments, you are expected to use complete sentences and well-organized paragraphs. Use 12-point font and you may single space this paper, but please double space between questions/headings.  Address all questions in the assignment above and if you are unable to answer any question, please clearly explain why.  The following rubric will be used to evaluate papers.

19-20 – The paper gives an in-depth description of the classroom management system and teacher perspective. Thorough and detailed answers addressed all questions. The paper is written with proper grammar, syntax, and spelling.

17-18 - Answers are less than thorough, and may not have given details for some questions.  Answers may be incomplete and not deal with all questions in the assignment.  Headings or questions from the assignment are not included in the paper. The paper has grammar, syntax or spelling errors.

15-16 - Answers are not thorough, and information does not address the questions. The paper has grammar, syntax or spelling errors.

Below 15 - Answers are not thorough, information is not compelling or clear, and there are structural or syntactical errors.

All papers are due by Monday, Monday, October 2, 2006 in class. Late papers will lose one point per day until completed.
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